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is uncaused; the empirical character is the effect of a sum of
causal conditions, and itself forms part of the cause of every
action. As the conditions that determine character become
more constant, and crystallise into the fixed moral tendencies
of the individual's disposition, we are able not only to deduce
actions from character after the fact, but to predict from our
knowledge of a man's character the way in which he will
react to given motives. Thus we see that in this highest
form psychical causality approaches the invariable regularity
of the mechanism of nature.

Such a degree of constancy, of course, belongs only to
the fully developed character, which is no longer subject to
important changes. Strictly speaking, indeed, absolute regu-
larity of character is a mere ideal, to which reality can never
correspond. This ideal constitutes the intelligible character
in its true sense; it is the regulative idea in accordance with
which we pass judgment on the wills of others t"and form our
own wills. The empirical character, on the other hand, is
involved in the ceaseless flux of psychical development. Its
germ lies hid in the earliest tendencies of the individual
consciousness, an inheritance from our ancestors, unfolding
in the individual life, and destined to be transferred, enriched
with new tendencies, to future generations. Its development
is at first brought about by external influences, by education,
and the other experiences of life. We soon find, however,
that the most important factor in the process is the exercise
of will Every act of will leaves behind it a permanent
disposition to similar acts. Thus the individual tendencies
of the will are formed; and the less the results of the exercise
of will are interfered with by sources of variation in special
cases, the more fixed and definite is the stamp which they
leave on the character. In this way, while external education
begins the process of character-building, self-education com-
pletes it